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The ceetifiod key to global nursmg

Certified transcultural nurses are tackling the challenges of global health care, writes AKRAM OMERI

LOBALISATION is a process of
international economic expansion

bringing social and political change.
1t allows for the free flow of goods, people,

ideas, capical, information and values
across barders and boundares. The
ecomomic ideclogy is that globalisation
brings benefit to all.

However, the benefits are not being
equally distributed, with the gap between
rict and poor widening both within und
betwesn countries. In 1995 the Woreld
Health Crrganisation (WHO) idenifisd
peverty as the mest pressing beafth and
wellbeing issue in a large proponion of the
waorld's population,

Poverty Is direcily rebaled to the quality
of environments and level of education in
communities. Both impact upon health.
Poverty, together with unsupportive
political conlexts, prevents the delivery of
adequase primary health cane and ihe
provision of integrated services,

Unezqual distribution of the world's
respurces inevitahly links gocial justice
issaies (o health and health services issues,
WHO recognised that a global responss
wus needed 1o redress such Inequalities.
The declaraticn of Alma Ata {1978) was
the first of a number of WHO initatives to
combat this; proclaiming health as a basic
human right and *health for 211" as iw goal,

The disparities of local and global health

must be considered within the context of
globalisation, given that its processes are
eifecied by the Likes of new
communications technologies, global
mipration movements and economic
chiallenges. Health workers must
undersiand how such chanpes affect the
communities they s=rve.
Global perspective for nurses
Clobalisation procesies are redefining
traditicnal reles - disselviog, expanding
and redefining existing boandaries,
responsibilities and practices. Embracing
these changes {s the way of the furune,
Murses mast be willing to challenge
conventional roles, vatues and boundaries
and foster global perspectives in the
profession o contribute fo this future,
Equity nnd social justics are global
issues that can be dealt with at local
community levels, Nurses in their dual role

. 23 health professionals and citizens can

advanee the natian that global health is
indeed a local concern.

Ta do this, a proven wrack record of
appraprizie stady and experiznce in the
discipling of wransculmsal nursing is
recommended. This s the pathway of
chaice for ourses who wish to prepare
themselves to take full sdvantage of the
changes plobalization i driving.
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF NURSING SERVICES ROYAL
BRISBANE & WOMEN'S HOSPITAL
HERSTON, QUEENSLAND
POSITION LEVEL: NO 9 VACANCY NO: RBH35%-04

I Thee Rutyal Brishane I ‘Womnen's Hospfiad b ore of the maost significent senvice delivery lacliies
of the Guasnsland Health systern and i the terbary cendre of the Central fone. The Exetutive
Director of Nursing Services will be expected 10 provide siorificant leadership and stratsgic
diraction o health services in the Zane and Queensland partiauary in relation 2 the praision
alnursing senvices, An appeintee with appropriate credentials may be oflered an Academic
Eppointment with &n assecisted teaching Uneversity.

The Exgcutive Director of Mursing Sanvices feads the morsing services of the District and
& & senicr member af the compesate lesderstip of the Health Service District, The leadenhip
l the Exeostive Director of Kursing Senioes will maximise the palentia! of nursing % enbance |
health outcames, A8 exstutve msmbers ane accounlabée for achieving the alignment al
senvice delvery stralegaes in the District and the coiporate strategic objectives of Queersiand

Applications are irwiled lroem apprepriately eredentialled nurses whe have & proven recard
in tha provision al & high standard in maregement and k2adership of nursing slaff of 2 large
tenlary teaching hospital, while having the abdity ta coninbute to an innovative Exseulive

Enquiries and appfications should be lanwarded 1o
Professor Richard Olley, District Manager,
Royal Brisbane & Women's Hospital Health Service District,
Butterfield 5t, Herston Q 4006, Phone: (07) 3636 8201
belore the closing date of 251h October 2004

:

Royal Brisbane and Women's Hmpilul
Health Servioe District
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Certificatlon in transeultural nursing

In a growing multicublural world,
certification in transcultaral oursing can be
witel for purses to provide cullarally
meaningful crz,

Aspects of the cenification process are
described in this amicle 1o inform qualified
trangcultural nurses, who may wish fo
uniferiake certification o promate the
glubal needs of people in cultorally
commpetent and responsible ways,

Craduate transcoltural preparation guides
nursss 10 become effective and safe
clinicians within cultares. Recertification is
an impartant means of assuring continued
competence in this area, by maintaining
nurses’ knowledge and skills is the
diseipline.

Initial centification is to establish the
nierse has minimal transcultumal nursing
knowledge, It signifies the nurse keows
how to wse the concepts and principles
fram pesearch findings in their clisnt care,

Process of inftlal certification

Applications ars reviewed and candidates
selected to underiake a written then aral
examinaton. The Latter is beld with two
certified transculrural nurse specinlists
dascugsing idens presented in the wrinen
examination. The certification examinstion
15 given at the annual Transcultura] Nursing
Suciety Research Convention each year, In
the near future, cartification examination
will also be conducted at the beadiuarters
of 1he Transcultural Nursing Society at
Madonnn University, Liveata Michigan,
V3.

Process for recertification

For recertification, five areas are important,

namely praviding evidence of;

m prafedsional growth in transeulmaral
nursing

= creative or innovative ways 1o promets
i snaintain transcubtural oussing
practice

m research in transculiural nuerszng

= substantive or unique comributions mede
1o sdvance transcultural nuriing

w» transculiural nirsing leadership in
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teaching, research, or consalation to
imgprove care in diverse cultures.

The applicant selects three of the five
criteria and submits documented evidence
1o suppon them,

Applicants may be recerified for varyin:
lenpths of time, four or. al most, seven
yeuars depending upon the extent 10 whic
they have met the recertification criterin

Conclusion

The certification of nurses in transcalrsl
russing meets the plobal need for providin
culmrally commpetent, respansible and
guatity-based care to human beings,
Today, centified trapsculiural nurses are
demonstrating the importance of thetr
knowledge and competence. They are
serving o prevent mcial binses, cultural
clashes, cultural impogition, and other
unfavoursble practices due 10 caltural
igrarance and lack of transcubtural narsing
praciice akills,
Dr Akram Omard is 3 ransoalbural sune wnisitant and
an ke entacied 2t aomeri@opiumet.camaw This

artide wid prepared i comuhtation with Frafesor M.
Leiningsr and Dr Jaanne Hedfes, Aeferances en mguest.
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be farced to consume food and water,

Conclusion

issues,

«eom. References on mgquist.

paient. The adménistration of astificial nutritson and hydeation vis a FEC) was pol paliintive
care ns this procedure was 10 sustuln 1ife, and not a procedure (o manage the dying process. The
court alse determired that the exclusion of food and water from medinl resment was to easure
that @ dying persca would have food and water svailabie for ol mmmm If the persan
wished to consizme food aod water. It was unrezsanabls to consider that dying patienss shoald

Thus, the Sapreme Court found that anificiad autsstion mh}mmwmmu[
axd nict pallizive care, and coald be bwfully withdrawn, By withdrwing such medical
kreatmens, the nanaral dying process would be allowed to fake ity normal course. The Vicorian
Covant's decision was consistent with the approach of atber courts whers such matiers were
considered, pamely in the UK sad New Zealand.

The ending of life support is no doubt an onenvus and emotioeal decision for patients, their
Pﬂmuuandduhulﬁmpwfﬂmahmmnﬂmmmmsum&mm
BWY has gone some way i providing certainty in sitaations where medics] trestment can be
withdrawn, especially in cases imvolving patienis with FVS, End of life issues represent an
Intersection af a vast meltiuds of etbics] opinions, It s crucial that purses understand samse of
the relevant factors and arguments 0 hat & mesningful coneribution can be mads 10 end of life

HydarGulam |s & AN, barrister and solictor and accredited medintor and can be contacted at
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